Scored And Acid-Stained Concrete.
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At Affordable Prices

by Karen Leach

fleor out of the garoge and infe vecation homes and

ather places where esosy-maintenance wos a prime
requirement. MNow, advanced techniques for patiern, fexture
ond design hove launched concrate os a materiol of
chaoice for dramatic design in high-end entry halls, Austin's
1998 Parade of Homes, showing some of the most creative
and livable homes in Texas, featured four housas [of six totol in
the event] that usad stained and potterned concrete os centrol
dasign features.

For homeowners, cusiom concrete is o solution that combines
the best of all words. It's inaxpensive, durable (losling as long or
longer then any material on the morked), easy o mainkin and
offers o chonce 1o creale cuslom design feclures. s offractive as
the mast expensive Roor convarings,

Three basic techniques have become the siondard for
colaring decorative concrele Noors: pigments, odded to the
concrete mix, dry shoke malerials that are loid on top of wedl
eoncrete ond acid sicining of cured concrete, Polerns are created
by either ambossing the wet concrete or scoring cured concrele
wilh @ masonry sow.

According lo Austin arfist Neal Nickel, who creales cusiom-
designed concrete floors for business and homecwners cround
the siote, scoring and ocid stoining offer the best sofisfaction for
designer and homeowners around the slabe, scoring and acid
staining offer the bast satisfaction for designer and homecwner.

“I like these techniques becouse they offer the greatest
Aexibifity. The others require the owners to make decisions early
in the construction process,” Nickal exploins. "Scoring and ocid
siaining givas the owner more fime fo consider the overall olfiect
on the room and o incorporote speciol feotures of the house in the
decorative masf. A gead floor design con pull the disporale
slemants of o housa togathar.”

In rencvation or redecorcling projects, old concrete floors
can be scored and stoined as long as thera is no significant
deterioration of the sleb ond the surfoce con be properdly
cleaned and prepped.

Mickel also likes the lock and the durability of the ocid siain
techniques. "Pigments added io the concrele ofien are so solurcled
that you get no varigtion or modulation in the coler, giving o Rat,
uninteresting look. Acid sicining gives beoutibul color variafions
that mimic nofurcl stone,” he soys, “The color is parmonent. |
will anky wear off if the concrele wears off.”

Scoring of the floor is done using o diamondlipped
masonry saw. For circles end intricate curved poberns, Nickel

F irst came cobor, kaunching the once-despised concrete

uses @ minialure masonry saw ottoched to o compasslike tool

oy dﬂ:]iﬂi from e grid eloborale

Mickel's designs vary simple grid poferns lo ,
Fulllaor designs that incorporote features found elsewhere in the
housa. For exompls in roditionchatle Texos house near Austin,
Mickel created o starshaped medallion for the eniry haoll that
incorparaies as accent colors the reds and yellows of the sained
glass in the front door. A large composs rose in cHaahite, medium
brown ond black, swrou by o grid potern that extends
through-cut the room, makes a dromalic sotemant in another homa.
A elisnt who brought o home with o gorish red concrete porch
had Mickel tone down the effect by odding o central grid pamem
in poler red with @ border made from squares and rectangles of
brick and o motled red and white,

Once the color and pattern are complete. Mickel finishes
the fleor with o wax secler that he mines himself. Buffing is the
final step to odd o subtle shine,

1 find thot wy sealers tend o yellow, while locquer
finishes can chip off over time. Wi sealers stay chear and wear
well,* Mickel says. “In the 1997 Austin Parade of Homes there
ware bwo concrede floors, one sealed with wax, the other with
locquar, Afer 30,000 pecple hod wolked on the fleors in o
twiweek period, the locquer sealer had o be reworked. All
that the sealer nesded was o rebulf and it was fine.”

Expect to see more clients asking for decorolive concrete
Aoars in the fulure, “When | slarted this business, pecple were
wsing concrete as a cheap but cool way to do a vocaokon house,
In receni years, the technique has cought on s o fullon design
element in high end homes,” says Mickel,

With its durability, price and design disfincfion, cusiom concrade
foors are likefy ko remain populor for many yeors lo come.

Meal Mickel would be happy o answer guestions, call
*Concrete Mickel” af (512) 4726474, 0
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